
Politics & Technology

Spring 2026

Instructor: Mary Lind Time: MW 1:30 – 3:00
Email: mlind@binghamton.edu Place: Lecture Hall 005
Office Hours: W&TH 10:00-12:00 or by appt. Office: LNG 77

Overview: Twenty-first century technologies have fundamentally changed the political landscape both
globally and domestically. This course will provide an overview of some of the most pressing technological
issues of interest to political scientists, including cyber conflict and cooperation, information warfare
and social media, artificial intelligence, and digital repression.

Learning Outcomes: This course fulfills the ‘N’ (social science) requirement for Harpur College’s
General Education requirements. This requires that you are able to “describe major concepts and
theories in at least one discipline in the social sciences and demonstrate an understanding of the methods
social scientists use to explore social phenomena.”

To pursue these outcomes, in this class, students will:

• Be introduced to recent political science literature on topics related to cyber conflict, digital
repression, artificial intelligence, and more

• Discuss the ways in which political scientists operationalize & study concepts related to technology

• Apply course topics to current events by engaging with content from news organizations, inter-
governmental organizations, and civil society organizations

By the end of this course, students will:

• Have an understanding of how modern technology affects international and domestic politics

• Be able to effectively analyze and evaluate the utility of different sources of information on the
topics

• Have well-formed opinions on the role that technology should play in politics today

Office Hours: I will hold regularly scheduled office hours on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10am-
12pm. Please email me ahead of time if you plan on coming by so that I can adequately
prepare for our meeting. If you are unable to meet during those times, email me and we can try
to find another time. Office hours will be in-person in my office in LNG 77 (library basement) unless
stated otherwise.

Communicating:
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• Email: I will do my best to answer emails within 24 hours if received during the week, and within
48 hours if received over the weekend, on a holiday, or during a university-wide break. If it has
been more than three business days since you sent your message and you have not received a reply,
please email me again.

• Brightspace: I will be posting regular announcements on Brightspace. As such, I expect you to
check the page for this course regularly so that you remain up-to-date.

Materials: You do not have to purchase anything for this course. Most readings will be made available
to you on Brightspace or linked directly in the syllabus. If a reading has not been posted on Brightspace,
you can almost certainly find it through the library. You may also find it useful to become a paid
subscriber to Wired, Reuters, or another well-respected news organization like The Washington Post,
but this is not required. If you need to access a news article that is behind a paywall for this class,
email me and I will see what I can do.

Grade breakdown:

• Current events analysis: 60% (3 at 20% each)

• Midterm: 20%

• Final: 20%

Letter grades:

A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94 & above
A- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90-93
B+ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87-89
B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84-86
B- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80-83
C+ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77-79
C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74-76
C- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70-73
D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60-70
F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 & below

Current events analysis (20%): Instructions will be posted on Brightspace within the next week.

Grade dispute policy: If you think you have received a grade that is unfair, you may dispute it with
me by sending me a written explanation (at least one paragraph, but no more than one page) as to
why you think you deserve a higher grade. I will read it and schedule a meeting with you to discuss
my decision to either keep the grade the same, raise it, or lower it. That grade will be final. I will not
consider grade disputes raised more than one week after the original grade was posted.∗

Academic Honesty: I take plagiarism and academic honesty very, very seriously. You are expected to
abide by Harpur College’s Student Academic Honesty Code; any violations will result in a report being

∗Based on Dr. Amanda Licht’s policy from PLSC 117.
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made to the Harpur College Academic Honesty Committee. Regarding the use of AI: If you plan on
using AI to complete your assignments for this class, please drop it. You will not learn by using AI to
do your assignments for you nor will it do a good job on them; it is not worth it. If you use AI for ANY
PURPOSE to assist with any assignment in this course, you must say so in your references page and
say what you used it for. If you use AI to help edit/proofread an assignment, for example, I will also
ask to see the version that you wrote before running it through AI in addition to the final version. If
you have questions at any point regarding what constitutes an academic honesty violation or improper
use of AI, please ask me!

Students with Disabilities: Binghamton University is committed to the creation of an inclusive and
safe learning environment for all students, including students with disabilities. Services for Students
with Disabilities (SSD) is responsible for the determination of appropriate accommodations for stu-
dents who encounter barriers due to disability. Request your academic accommodation letter(s) early
in the semester, or as soon as you have completed the SSD process (self-disclosure form, submitted
documentation and initial appointment), so that we have adequate time to arrange your approved aca-
demic accommodations. Remember that accommodations are not retroactive, and a discussion with
your instructor must occur regarding their implementation. Your access in this course is important to
me. If you experience any disability-related access barriers in this course, such as with printed content,
graphics, online materials, classroom seating or location, or any communication barriers; reach out to
me and SSD right away. You can contact SSD at 607-777-2686 or via email at ssd@binghamton.edu.

Important Dates:

Current events analysis #1 . . . . . . . . . . . February 25
Midterm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 2
Current events analysis #2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 10
Current events analysis #3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 1
Final Exam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBD

Course Schedule

A few notes:

• Readings in bold are required, the others are recommended.

• I reserve the right to make changes to this syllabus with reasonable notice to you.

• There are a TON of things that I didn’t include on this syllabus, so if there is a topic you’re
especially interested in and would like to learn more about, let me know and I’d be happy to share
more.
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January 21: Introduction

• Envisioning our Digital Future

• Technology and World Politics: An Introduction Ch1: Introduction (only up to pg
15) (Available on Brightspace)

• Shandler, Ryan and Daphna Canetti. 2024. “Introduction: Cyber-conflict - Moving
from speculation to investigation.” Journal of Peace Research 61(1): 3-9.

January 26: IR & Technological Change

• Syllabus

• Milner, Helen V. and Sondre Ulvund Solstad. 2021. “Technological Change and the
International System.” World Politics 73(3): 545-582.

• Goldman, Emily O. and Richard B. Andres. 1999. “Systemic Effects of Military
Innovation and Diffusion.” Security Studies 8(4): 79-125.

• The Evolution of Cyber Operations in Armed Conflict FP Analytics

January 28: Cyber Conflict I

• Oppenheimer, Harry. 2024. “How the process of discovering cyberattacks biases our
understanding of cybersecurity.” Journal of Peace Research 61(1): 28-43

• Makridos, Christos, Lennart Maschmeyer, and Max Smeets. 2024. “If it bleeps
it leads? Media coverage on cyber conflict and misperception.” Journal of Peace
Research 61(1): 72-86.

• The WIRED Guide to Cyberwar (Wired)

February 2 (STARTING AT 2PM): Cyber Conflict II

• Shandler, Ryan. 2025. “Cyber Conflict and Domestic Audience Costs.” International
Interactions March: 1-25.

• Valeriano, Brandon and Ryan C. Maness. 2014. “The Dynamics of Cyber Conflict
between Rival Antagonists.” Journal of Peace Research 51(3): 347-360.

• Zilincik, Samuel, Michael Myklin, and Petr Kovanda. 2019. “Cyber Power and
Control: A Perspective from Strategic Theory.” Journal of Cyber Policy 4(2): 290-
301.
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• Digital Front Lines (FP Analytics) (skim, don’t have to read too closely)

February 4: Cyber norms & global governance

• Adamson, Liisi and Zine Homburger. 2019. “Let Them Roar: Small States as Cyber
Norm Entrepreneurs.” European Foreign Affairs Review 24(2): 217-234.

• Chen, Xuechen and Yifin Yang. 2022. “Contesting Western and Non-Western Ap-
proaches to Cyber Governance beyond Westlessness.” The International Spectator
57(3): 1-14

• Nye, Joseph. 2019. “Eight Norms for Stability in Cyberspace.” Project Syndicate,
December 4. (very short)

• Tikk-Ringas, Eneken. 2016. “International Cyber Norms Dialogue as an Exercise of
Normative Power.” Georgetown Journal of International Affairs 17(3): 47-59.

February 9: Technology firms & platform governance

• DeCook, Julia R. et al. 2022. “Safe from “harm”: The governance of violence by
platforms.” Policy and Internet 14(1): 63-78.

• Fisher, Jonathan and Idayat Hassan. 2025. “Platforms are People Too: Social Media
Firms and International Relations.” Perspectives on Politics 23(4): 1382-1400.

• Hurel, Louise Marie and Luisa Cruz Lobato. 2018. “Unpacking Cyber Norms: Private
Companies as Norm Entrepreneurs.” Journal of Cyber Policy 3(6): 1-16.

• Trump Executive Order Will Hand TikTok Over to US Investors (Wired)

February 11: Digital surveillance & privacy

• Couldry, Nick. 2019. “Surveillance-democracy.” Journal of Information Technology
and Politics 14(2): 182-188.

• Xu, Xu, 2021. “To Repress or to Co-Opt? Authoritarian Control in the Age of Digital
Surveillance.” American Journal of Political Science 65(2): 309-325.

• Palantir courts major federal contracts - and controversy - in Trump era (The Hill).

• ICE’s interst in high-tech gear raises new questions: ’What is it for?’ (Politico.
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February 16: Digital repression mechanisms

• Dragu, Tiberiu and Yonatan Lupu. 2021. “Digital Authoritarianism and the Future
of Human Rights.” International Organization 75(4): 991-1017.

• Earl, Jennifer, Thomas V. Maher, and Jennifer Pan. 2022. “The digital repression of
social movements, protest, and activism: A synthetic review.” Science Advances: 8.

• Feldstein, Steven. 2023. Understanding the Incentives Driving Digital Repression
(very short)

• Frantz, Erica and Andrea Kendall-Taylor. 2023. Why do some stat4es employ digital
repression and not others? (very short)

February 18: Digital repression: strategic internet shutdowns

• Garbe, Lisa. 2024. “Pulling through elections by pulling the plug: Internet disr-
putions and electoral violence in Uganda.” Journal of Peace Research 61(5): 842-
857.

• Gohdes, Anita R. 2015. “Pulling the plug: Network disruptions and violence in civil
conflict.” Journal of Peace Research 52(3): 352-367.

• Gohdes, Anita R. 2020. “Repression Technology: Internet Accessiblity and State
Violence.” American Journal of Political Science 64(3): 488-503.

February 23: Human rights, privacy, & technology

• Land, Molly K. and Jay D. Aronson. 2020. “Human Rights and Technology: New
Challenges for Justice and Accountability.” Annual Review of Law and Social Science
16: 223-240.

• Tropina, Tatiana. 2024. “This is not a human rights convention!: the perils of
overlooking human rights in the UN cybercrime treaty.” Journal of Cyber Policy
9(2): 200-220.

• So, You’ve Hit an Age Gate. What Now? (Electronic Frontier Foundation/EFF

• Utah social media law is ambitious, but is it enforceable? (The Associated Press).

February 25: Current events assignment workshop

March 2: MIDTERM
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March 4: Protest & social media

• Gohdes, Anita R. 2023. Do digital technologies benefit governments or empower civil
society actors?

• Jost, John T. et al. 2018. “How Social Media Facilitates Political Protest: Infor-
mation, Motivation, and Social Networks.” Advances in Political Psychology 39(S1):
85-118.

• Ruijgrok, Kris. 2017. “From the Web to the Streets: Internet and Protests under
Authoritarian Regimes.” Democratization 24(3): 498-520.

March 9: Social media

• Arguedas, Amy Ross et al. 2022. Echo Chambers, Filter Bubbles, and Polarisation:
a Literature Review. Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism/University of
Oxford/The Royal Society

• Cheas, Kirsi et al. 2020. “#MarchForOurLives: Tweeted teen voices in online news.”
#ISOJ Journal 10(1): 61-83.

• Hobolt, Sara B. and Katharina Lawall. 2024. ”The Polarizing Effect of Partisan Echo
Chambers.” American Political Science Review 118(3): 1464-1479.

March 11: No class, we all need a day off :)

March 16: Intro to AI

• Explained: Generative AI (MIT)

• Weaponized AI: A New Era of Threats and How We Can Counter It (Harvard
Kennedy School Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation)

• Baele, Stephanie J. et al. 2024. “AI IR: Charting International Relations in the
Age of Artificial Intelligence.” International Studies Review 26(2): 1-25. (available
online through the library)

March 18: AI & conflict technologies

• Horowitz, Michael C. 2020. “Do Emerging Military Technologies Matter for Interna-
tional Politics?” Annual Review of Political Science 23: 385-400.

• The Fog of AI: What the Technology Means for Deterrence and War (Foreign Affairs,
available on Brightspace)
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• What you need to know about artificial intelligence in armed conflict (International
Committee of the Red Cross (short)

• The shifting battlefield: technology, tactics, and the risk of blurring lines in warfare
(ICRC Humanitarian Law & Policy blog)

March 23 & 25: AI in conflict: norms, humanity, and (maybe) peace

• Bode, Ingvild and Hendrik Huells. 2018. “Autonomous weapons systems and chang-
ing norms in international relations.” Review of International Studies 44(3): 393-413.

• Giovanardi, Michele. 2024. ”AI for peace: mitigating the risks and enhancing oppor-
tunities.” Data & Policy 6: e41.

• AI, war, and (in)humanity: the role of human emotions in military decision-making
(ICRC Humanitarian Law & Policy blog

March 28-April 6: Spring break, no class!

April 7: AI ethics & governance

• Farell, Henry. 2025. “AI as Governance.” Annual Review of Political Science 28:
375-392.

• Hassen, Mohammed Zeinu. 2025. “Beyond the algorithm: applying critical lenses to
AI governance and societal change.” AI Ethics 5: 5759-5765. (short)

• Expert Brief: The Dangers of Unregulated AI in Policing (Brennan Center for Jus-
tice)

• The problem of algorithmic bias in AI-based military decision support systems (ICRC
Humanitarian Law & Policy Blog) (short)

April 8: Intro to disinformation

• Lanozka, Alexander. 2019. “Disinformation in international politics.” European
Journal of International Security 4(2): 227-248.

• Hameleers, Michael and Toni G. L. A. van der Meer. 2020. “Misinformation and
Polarization in a High-Choice Media Environment: How Effective are Political Fact-
Checkers?” Communication Research 47(2): 227-250.

• Kreps, Sarah et al. 2022. “All the News That’s Fit to Fabricate: AI-Generated Text
as a Tool of Media Misinformation.” Journal of Experimental Political Science 9(1):
104-117.
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April 13: Disinformation & violence

• Katz, Eian. 2020. “Liar’s war: Protecting civilians from disinformation during armed
conflict.” International Review of the Red Cross 102(914): 659-682.

• Lewandowsky, Stephan et al. 2013. “Misinformation, Disinformation, and Violent
Conflict: From Iraq and the “War on Terror” to Future Threats to Peace. American
Psychologist 68(7): 487-501.

• Piazza, James. 2022. “Fake news: The effects of social media disinformation on
domestic terrorism.” Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict 15(1): 55-77.

April 15: Elections & democratic integrity

• Rid, Thomas and Ben Buchanan. 2018. “Hacking Democracy.” The SAIS Review of
International Affairs 38(1): 3-16.

• Shandler, Ryan et al. 2025. Cyberattacks shake voters’ trust in elections, regardless
of party. The Conversation, June 27.

• Gauging the AI Threat to Free and Fair Elections. (Brennan Center for Justice,
very short)

• How Foreign Governments Sway Voters with Online Information Scientific Ameri-
can) (short)

April 20: No class, I’ll be out of town. Work on your 3rd current events assignment and
email me if you have any questions.

April 22: Development & the digital divide

• Calderaro, Andrea and Anthony J.S. Craig. 2020. “Transnational governance of
cybersecurity: Challenges and Global Inequalities in Cyber Capacity Building.” Third
World Quarterly 41(6): 917-938.

• Milner, Helen. 2006. “The Digital Divide: The Role of Political Institutions in
Technology Diffusion.” Comparative Political Studies 39(2): 176-199.

• Addressing the Digital Divide: Taking Action Towards Digital Inclusion (pgs. 6-18
& 66-68

April 27: Violent non-state actors & technology I

• Becarro, Andrea. 2023. “Non-state actors and modern technology.” Small Wars &
Insurgencies 34(4): 780-802.
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• Bestvater, Samuel E. and Cyanne E. Loyle. 2023. “Messages and mobilization: Rebel
groups, social media communication, and audience engagement.” Journal of Peace
Research 62(2): 295-309.

• Walter, Barbara F. and Gregoire Phillips. 2025. “Who uses Internet propaganda in
civil wars and why?” Journal of Peace Research 62(3): 550-563.

April 29: Violent non-state actors & technology II

• Becarro, Andrea. 2018. “Modern Irregular Warfare: The ISIS Case Study.” Small
Wars & Insurgencies 29(2): 207-228.

• Chávez, Kerry and Ori Swed. 2024. “The Empirical Determinants of Violent Non-
state Actor Drone Adoption.” Armed Forces & Society 50(4): 883-912.

• Kreps, Sarah. 2021. “Democratizing Harm: Artificial Intelligence in the Hands of
Nonstate actors.” Foreign Policy at Brookings.

May 4: Cryptocurrency

• Akcinaroglu, Seden and Moyan Shi. 2025. “Exploring the Impact of Cryptocurrency
on Terrorism.” Terrorism & Political Violence 37(1): 111-135.

• Marmefelt, Thomas. 2024. “Central Bank Digital Currencies and International
Crises: Toward an Authoritarian International Monetary Order?” Politics and Gov-
ernance 12.

• Trump’s Crypto Gamble (Foreign Affairs, available on Brightspace

Additional/recommended readings:

Cyber conflict:

• Branch, Jordan. 2021. “What’s in a name? Metaphors and Cybersecurity.” International Orga-
nization 75(1): 39-70.

• Valeriano, Brandon and Ryan C. Maness. 2018. “International Relations Theory and Cyber
Security: Threats, Conflicts, and Ethics in an Emergent Domain.” in The Oxford Handbook of
Political Theory. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

• Kostyuk, Nadiya and Erik Gartzke. 2024. “Fighting in Cyberspace: Internet Access and the
Substitutability of Cyber and Military Operations.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 68(1): 80-107.

• Kostyuk, Nadiya and Carly Wayne. 2020. “The Microfoundations of State Cybersecurity: Cyber
Risk Perceptions and the Mass Public.” Journal of Global Security Studies 6(2).
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Cyber norms:

• Chen, Xuechen and Yifan Yang. 2022. “Different Shades of Norms: Comparing the Approaches
of the EU and ASEAN to Cyber Governance.” The International Spectator 57(3): 48-64.

• Finnemore, Martha and Duncan B. Hollis. 2015. “Constructing Norms for Global Cybersecurity.”
American Journal of International Law 110(3): 425-479.

• Nye, Joseph S. Jr. 2014. “The Regime Complex for Managing Global Cyber Activities (Global
Commission on Internet Governance Series No. 1).” Centre for International Governance Innova-
tion and Chatham House.

Technology firms & platform governance:

• Hunt, Richard A. et al. 2025. “Digital Battlegrounds: The Power Dynamics and Governance of
Contemporary Platforms.” Academy of Management Annals 19(1): 265-297.

Digital surveillance & privacy:

• Chan, Michael et al. 2024. “Government Digital Repression and Political Engagement: A Cross-
National Multilevel Analysis Examining the Roles of Online Censorship and Surveillance.” The
International Journal of Press-Politics 29(2): 371-393.

• Pichlak, Maciej and Klaudia Gazcol. 2023. “Simple and advanced reflexivity in GDPR enforce-
ment: Empirical evidence from DPA activity.” International Data Privacy Law 13(4): 267-283.

Digital repression; human rights & technology:

• Frantz, Erica et al. 2020. “Digital Repression in Autocracies.” The Varieties of Democracy
Institute.

• Gohdes, Anita R. 2017. “Studying the Internet and Violent Conflict.”

• Guriev, Sergei. 2019. “Informational Autocrats.” The Journal of Economic Perspectives 33(4):
100-127.

• Kawerau, Lukas et al. 2023. “Attack or Block? Repertoires of Digital Censorship in Autocracies.”
Journal of Information Technology and Politics 20(1): 60-73.

• Marsden, Christine. 2020. “Age-Verification Laws in the Era of Digital Privacy.” National Security
Law Journal 10(20): 210-244.

• Mechkova, Valeriya et al. 2019. “Measuring Internet Politics: Introducing the Digital Society
Project.”

• Meserve, Stephen A. and Daniel Pemstein. 2018. “Google Politics: The Political Determinants of
Internet Censorship in Democracies.” Political Science Research and Methods 6(2): 245-263.
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• Freedom on the Net 2025: An Uncertain Future for the Global Internet. (Freedom House)
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• Maćıas-Medelĺın, Mart́ın and Laura H. Atuesta. 2021. “Constraints and military coordination:
How ICTs shape the intensity of rebel violence.” International Interactions 47(4): 692-719.

• Meserve, Stephen A. and Daniel Pemstein. 2020. “Terrorism and internet censorship.” Journal of
Peace Research 57(6): 752-763.

• Milton, Daniel. 2020. “Fatal attraction: explaining variation in the attractiveness of Islamic State
propaganda.” Conflict Management and Peace Science 37(4): 430-450.

• Weimann, Gabriel. 2011. “Cyber-Fatwas and Terrorism.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 34(10):
765-781.

General/other:

• Eriksson, Johan and Lindy Newlove-Eriksson. 2021. “Theorizing Technology and International
Relations: Prevailing Perspectives and New Horizons.” in Technology and International Relations:
The New Horizon in Global Power.

• Winner, Landgon. 1980. “Do Artifacts Have Politics?” Deadalus 109(1): 121-136.

page 14 of 15

https://www.wired.com/story/fake-ai-content-about-the-iran-war-is-all-over-x/?utm_source=nl&utm_brand=wired&utm_mailing=WIR_Daily_031126_PAID&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_medium=email&utm_content=WIR_Daily_031126_PAID&bxid=6884343659f6c85b4408774a&cndid=89614975&hasha=44787ce1cd10e127fd19488ac5dd1ddb&hashc=154add1a704b721417a7a602a26def78d76a5345b909ae56655759b1ec1cf9d0&esrc=MARTECH_ORDERFORM&utm_term=WIR_DAILY_PAID
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/artificial-intelligence-supercharging-disinformation-warfare
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/covert-war-american-minds
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/russian-federation/dont-hype-disinformation-threat


Politics & Technology March 26, 2026

• Drezner, Daniel W. 2019. “Technological Change and International Relations.” International
Relations 33(2): 286-303.

• Fearon, James. 1994. “Domestic Political Audiences and the Escalation of International Disputes.”
American Political Science Review 88(3): 577-592.

• Fearon, James. 1995. “Rationalist Explanations for War.” International Organization 49(3): 379-
414.

• Finnemore, Martha and Kathryn Sikkink. 1998. “International Norm Dynamics and Political
Change.” International Organization 52(4): 887-919.

• Harris, Benjamin and Erik Lin-Greenberg. 2024. “Cheap Tweets?: Crisis Signaling in the Age of
Twitter.” International Studies Quarterly 68(2): sqae067.

page 15 of 15


